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tie by every means in his power, until he could strike in con*
nection with Hasdrubal. At the same time, Nero, with much
precaution, moved, from Venusia on Grumentum, and occu-
pied a camp about a mile from Hannibal's. He was soldier
enough to know that Hannibal did not want to fight, and to
i>e anxious to force a battle on him if it could be done on
advantageous terms.

The Carthaginian rampart was only five hundred paces
from the city walls. Between the camps the ground was
level. Hannibal lay with the town in his rear, the Aciris on
his right, Nero facing him, the Aciris on his left. On Han-
nibal's left were several naked hills, not at all fitted, appar-
ently, for an ambuscade and unsuspected by either party.
Hannibal had probably grown to believe that ambuscades
were of no further use, and that the consul would be on his
guard against them; but if the account of Livy is accurate,
he paid no heed to the operations on his own flanks. On the
open plain were daily skirmishes between the outposts and
light troops. Nero kept close in camp, as if intent only on
barring Hannibal from a march northward to join Hasdrubal.
Hannibal, however anxious to get away, fearing that he could
not well advance or retire without a battle, drew daily up in
order and awaited Nero's attack. He understood the char-
acter of his opponent well, but thought that if he could get
Nero to make a direct attack he could beat him.

Nero was unwilling to run the risk, but concluded to try
upon Hannibal one of his own stratagems. He managed to
send, under command of Tiberius Claudius Asellus, a trib-
une, and P. Claudius, a praefect of the allies, by night and
unperceived, five cohorts and five maniples, to the rear of the
MEs on Hannibal's left, with orders to debouch from cover
at a set time.

Next morning both parties made ready for battle, Hanni-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